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He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is gud; 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 


juſtly; and to love Mercy, and to walk bun. 
bly" with thy God? 


O awful and amazing is the Dread FAY Ma-. 
UJeſty of Almighty God, that we. are. natural- 

I Woughefu cad lollicitouz, Ls to ape 
AN his Anger, and conciliate E 
and Protection. This eg i Notion, and.la- - 


clination to a Religions orſhip,and Homage, as... 
been exerted in very different Modes and Method ods.,. 


of Performance. That there is ſuch a dutiful Ren _ 


C owing, is the General Voice and. Achnawls, . 
Heard Mankind but how ire they miſtaken t IS 


A 2 Object 
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Object, in adoring Stocks and Stones, Creatures far 
inferior to themſelves in Order and Dignity ? how 
often have they err'd in the manner of paying it, 
while they offered their Sons and Daughters to 
Moloch, and "dream'd of commuting. by the 
Fruit of their Body for the Sin f their Soul? A 
Demonſtration of the Greatneſs of that Power, 
which the Devil has over us; without God's 
particular Grace and Bleſſingg 
In this Chapter, after the Prophet had upbraid- 
ed the Jews with their Ingratitude, in being diſo- 
bedient and rebellious under ſuch Mercies> as ne- 
ver any Nation or People expcrienced beſides 
themſelves; he brings them in recanting their 
former Errors, and conſidering how to procure 
their Pardon, and make amends for their grievous 
Miſcarriages. "i, 2 3 
Wherewith ſball I come before the Lord, or 
bow muy ſelf before the moſt high God 2 Shall I come 
before him with ren. with Calves of a 
Tear old 2 Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands 
of Rams, or with ten thouſands of Rivers of Oyle 2 © 
No, fays he, theſe alone will not render us ac- 
ceptable to God; they are not intrinſically good 
and "valuable, and theretore not ſufficient ro re- 
commend us to his Love and Favour : But he 
hath fhewed thee, O Man, what is good. Thoſe in- 
- deed were inſerted into the Rubrick of the Fewiſb 
Inſtitztion, and were ſo far good as they were 
commanded ; but Jaſtice, Mercy and Humility, are 
eternally fo, and conſequently are eternally neceſ: 
ary and 'obligxtory. Theſe Nature it ſelf re- 
8513100 4 un ene bas is * quires 
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Joon of us, „and had we a Licence to be Proud, 
or Unjuſt, | it would ſtill be abſurd and 
unreaſonable: They then are ſtrangely corrupted 
and deprav d, who can even fo much as pretend 
not to diſcern this Difference; tis only to palliate 
their own erroneous Deviations, that they would 
D Fran the Names and Natures of re and 
vil Ane er! 
He hath ſhewed thee, 0 Men; what 15 kd and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do Joly, 
to love Mercy, and to walk humbl with thy God 5 
I ſhall take oceaſion from theſe words to ſnew, 
iſt. That there ir à tal aud ſubftantials — ; 
betwixt Virtue and Mice, or that there are Jome Things 
in themſelves naturally Good, ſome Things naturally 
Evil. He hath ſbewed' thee, 0 Man, what is F iN 
that is, He hath implanted. it in our Nature and Cons 
ſtitution to maße this neceſſary Diſtin@ion. frocly 21 5 8 
2dly, That GOD rather requires the Moral Duties 
of Religion, than the Poſitive Inſtitutions and Ceres 
monies of it. Je 
zaly, I ball enforce the Duties in the Text with: [1 
a peculiar Regard to the preſent Occaſion. 
And, 1/t. That there is à real e eee betwixt 
Firtne an . Vice, will appear 
1.) From the Nature of God. vi} 1 
There is ſomething ſo Eſſential to 0 m ofile 
God, as is inſeperable from the Notion and Con- 
ception of Him. Whatever He is, He always 
was, and will be; and therefore when wr ac - 
knowledge Him to be, as He has deſcrib'd him» 
ſelf, . and Gracious, Long-ſuffering, and 


bun- 


— 
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Aband cut 5 in Goodneſs and J. ruth; we directly own! 
and aſſert, that there rere ſuchi unalterable Pro- 
perties from all Eternity, and: will continue to: E- 
ternity, as Juſtice, Merq , Truth, and Goodneſr in the 
Diyine Nature. Onthe other haud when we affirm 
thit there are Things which God cannot do; as that 
Ha cannot Lye, be Cruel, or Unjaſti s this infers the 
Inherent Evil and Depravity ofſuch Actions, and pro- 
hibits,our Practice of them. For uridoubtedly what 
God cannot do, Man ought not to:dog if it be 
incouliſtent with His Purity, it muſt be ſo with + 
Man's too: for that which detracts fronume Di; 
vine, can ne ver be aAccomplſhmentet Humane 
Perfection. This is evident 1 
(20 From the Unenj-r0us Conſent "tad Agheement £ 
of Mankind: That to Worſhip God;'to'Howonr an 
Obey our Parents, to be Sober, Jul, and Charitable, 
are in themſelves immutably good and indiſpenſa-. | 
bly. required of us, is no Accidental Fancy or O- 
pinion, but the 'Unizerſal Judgment of all the 
Men in the World, who are of found Minds, uſe 
their Underſtandings; make: Reflections, and exer- 
ciſe their Faculties, aright. And if there be any 
ſo ſupinely careleſs and negligent, as by a wilfid 
Ignorance to deface and corrupt the Natural Noti- 
ens of Good and Evil; tis their on particular 
Fault, and no Reflection upon Nature; which dif! 
covers it's Guilt or Innocence vitheut the Forma 
lity of a Tryal or Conviction. Shame and Fear 
are the neceſſary Concomitants of Vice and Wick 
edneſs, and Perſons guilty of heinous Crimes are 
frequen: iy inſtrumental iu 3 * It 
when 
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when their Secrecy in committing them might ex- 
empt them from the Puniſhment of Humane Laws, 
and the Severity of juſtice. The continuat 
Frights and Jealouſies, the pale and ſtaring Coun- 
tenances, thei broken and diſtracted Sleeps of wick- 
ed Men ; do plainly: demonſtrate an imward Con- 
fuſion and Diſatisfaction, at the Thoughts and 
ERecollection of their evil Actions; which all the 
Art and Cunning they have, can neither divert, 
nor remove. | af au vil 
Malice and Euuy, Fraud and Ixjuſtite do natu- 
rally produce frightful Diſcontents and Apprebenſi- 
ont, ſuch an Anguiſh and Torture as cannot be ex- 
preſs d ; and put the Malefactors upon continual 
Shifts and Intrigues, to diſintangle and rid them- 
ſelves of ſuch unwelcome and uneaſie Compani- 
ons. Whereas Virtue and Innocemte, Jaſtice and 
Pieiy, do perfectly raviſu the Mind, and chear the 
Spirits, comfort the Heart, compoſe the Paflions ; 
and render our whole Life calm and ſerene; plea- 
ſant and delightful. All which happening in ſuch 
Caſes where no Man is privy to it, it muſt certain- 
ly proceed from ſomething within, which Nauare 
it ſelf abhors and deteſts, or elite eſteeris and ap- 
proves, according to its real Value and Deſert. 
'Tis not enough to call this a Caftomary Fancy or 
Panick Fear, propagated by Tradition: for if 
it be no more, how comes it to be Univerſal and 
of ſo long a Continuance? (Such Aſlertions be- 
ing ſeldom long liv'd, as have no better Ground 
or Foundation,) why then don't they that are 
haunted with it, laugh themſelves ont of ſo tidi- 
mol culous 


: 
— 
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eulous an Humour, and conquer this cheating Bug- 
bear and Chimera? No, in vain have been all 
their Attempts, that have undertaken it. The 
cunningeſt Sophiſtry, and the ſtrongeſt Inclinati- 
ons to Vice, could never juſtiſie its Practice, or 


ſtifle thoſe engratted Reprimands and Reflections. 


Hence the frequent Gnawings, and Suggeſtions of 
their Conſciences, have forc'd the boldeſt Sinners 
ro their Devotions; and their Fears drag'd them to 
the Altar. | 

There is alſo a Natural Modeſty and Shamefac'd- 
nes, which endeavours to conceal Guilt : for there 


are few, if any, even of the moſt profligate Per- 


ons, who love to hear of their wicked Frolicks ; 
andwho would not, if it were poſſible, eſcape the 
Imputation of Licentiouſneſs. Hence comes the 
Mask of Hy 
the Covetous Perſon loves to be called Frugal, 
and the Prodigal Generous: Hence all of us are 
ſo xealaus to deny, or to extenuate our Faults, by 
the Pretence of Ignorance or Infirmity. A certain 
Sign that Vice cannot be vindicated, nor it's natu- 
. ral Odium and Demerit juſtified or maintained. It's 
greateſt Favourers are not ſo much it's Friends as 
too un and ptotect it; and thoſe ſudden Flaſhcs 


pocriſie to be ſo much in uſe; hence 


and Encomiums upon its Pleaſures, are what their 


Authors will not ſtand by or defend. For did 
ever any Conſiderable diſcreet Perſon commend 
another for his Rudeneſs and Irreligion ? Did 
ever any deſire to tranſmit theſe to Poſterity as the 


Badges of his Honour, or wiſh to perpetuate his 
Memory by ſuch infamous Reflections? 1 far 
10105 | rom. 
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from t this, that they who are the moſt bold and = 
ring in their Impieties; do ſeeretly value and ap- 
Pa thoſe, who refuſe to join in their Extrava- 

ancies: and, tis mqre thai Probable, the moſt 
wicked Father, would be ſorry to [ce his Son imi- 
"tate his Vices 3 and could heartily wilk that He 
might rake the contrary Courle of Virtue and So- 


ae 1 3 . tr nn * 9 þ 7! ig 22 50 


ö All which proves, 175 dikes is 4 real Difference 
betwirt Virtue and Vice, manifeſt to us as Men; 
without the Help and Aſliſtance of Revelation. 
THAI 90 eee Io 1011002 Los. zwnof 


3. From the Principle of Sel E Preſeiatiot the 
2 Intereſi and Benefit of 22 That 
N diametrical] jog and contradictory 

to it, . muſt be . accounted an Enemy arid that 
which promotes it, a Friend and Benefactor. Now 
if we examine all af Miſchiefs and Misfortunes, 


we {ball find none off them owing to our Virtues or 
£90 ood Qualities: , Did ever any Man dull or de- 

roy his Parts or lagenuity, by Induſtry and Di- 
 ligence; or fall a Victim to "Pains and Biſeaſes by 
Temperance and Moderation? Did ever Sobriety 
diſturb our Sleep; or an even affable Temper ruin 
.. our Health and Conſtitution? No, tis to Vice 


we ſacrifice our Souls and Bodies, Healths and E- 


ates. Tis this which darkens our Minds; clogs 
our Spirits, and renders them unfit for their pro- 
\Qpjects and e en And therefore it has 


.oobat Num 51. LS i... 3 always 
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, 
Aways been the Deſign and Endeavour of 'Laws 
and Conſtitutions, to ſecute and enforce the Riiles 
and Principles of Morality'z becauſe they have 
"been experimental) Syn e ſureſt Guard and De- 
Fencs,, Ok, the Weltare "at " Hdppit s of 2 
Con le, 


—— il. 


Community, And were it 'poſſible, that J- 
Juſtice and Twpiety, Cruelty ind Tutemperance coul 
be eftabliſhd by Law, and all enjoin'd to obſer ve 
and practice them; how fhould we wiſh to be quit 
"of hs bligation, of making our ſelves wretched 
"and, .miſcrable ? For by ſuch a Settlement, we 
ſhould deprive our ſelves of all the Supports, 
Hopes, and Comforts of Lite; the Peace of our 
Minds, and the niet of our Conſciences; open 
Gate to continual Broils and Diſſentions; 
and ruin all the Rights and Priviliges of So- 
ciety; which we ſoon ſhould be ſenlible of, la- 
„ment and groan under; and heartily deſire to be 
Aer ine et Neunte of Virtue and Piety. 
So far are they miſtaken, who look upon Virtue as 
an Arbitrary Conſtitution; and affirm that nothing 


is good or bad, but according to the Will of the 


. tawgiver ; Who is pleaſed to declare it ſo. No, 
tis in it ſelf Conſtant and Unchangeable; Virtue 
will be Virtue, and Vice continue the fame, let 
Men call it what they wil ; notwithſtanding alt 
their Contrivances and ,Endeavours, Men will na- 
turally rejoice at a-good Action, and be melancho- 
ly after a bad one. This therefore is inſeparably 
interwoven with our Frame and Conſtutiti- 
on, which nothing can obliterate but a wil- 
ful Careleſneſs and Stupidity. It muſt indeed be 

dovned 
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owned, that theſe Original Charackerr and Tapreſ- 
ions, 10 not fo fair as they were before Adam fi- 
ral Trangreſſion ; but yet they are not quite effi- 
ced: for they belon to the very Nature of Mas, 
as he is à Rational Greatuls ; and | they, are (tilt fo 
legible,” as to afford thofe” Who! have nor the Op- 

rtunity of a clearer Light, ſuch a Knowledge of 
of their Duty, as will render them inexcufabſe, if 
they do not walk according to it. And if the 8 
Heathen, who laboured under the Diſad vantage & 
a lame and imperfect Inſtitution, ſhall be called 5 
an Account, (and as many of there 4% ſinned without 
the Law, the Revealed Will of God, * 5 0. 
without the Law, by the Sentence o the” 
Nature; as the 50 ſtle hath allirec us Fete 
Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, and 9055 twe 7 
Perſe) how then may we tremble to think of tl 
ſevere Judgment we (hall undergo; who have h 
all the Opportunities, Aſſiſtances, and — 
ments to Goodneſs, which a merciful Saviour 
could invent, or the Holy Ghoſt prevail with us 
to accept of? ? lf it be Obfecked ag ainſt the Hea- 
then, that he might have conduded. he Being of 
4 God from the Operations of. his Hands: that he 
Was conſtituted with ſuch Affeckions and Inclinati- 
= as dinted and directed hi to virtuous Acki- 
he be dunib Act ſuch” Accuſations ; a5 khele. 
pee Bey ve be cotif6urided; 0 have them fe- 
peated to us, with tlie Additional Circun ANCCS 
_ "of 2 certain Knowledg e of God, the Tramorrality 


"of dew ne] and the 5 F ele 


N 128 
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all the Aggravations, which the Malice of the De. 
vil, and a guilty Conſcience. can poſſibly enume. 

rate ? Let, us by all means think ſerioully of it; 
for it will gan come to this, when cach ſhall 
be anſwerable for what he has received. There will 
be no reſpe@ of Perſons; but every one ſhall be re- 
warded or puniſh'd according 0 * W Ro- 
Mans. 2. 5. 10 dal; 1 Din 


1 hope what 1 have offered, may in ſome mea- 
dure ſatisfie 7 55 concerning the Troth of my firſt 
aligns t there are ſome things in themſelves 
. natural if e things. naturally Euil. And 
tho 1 19 25 hl: engthen it by ; = Argu- 
ments, da I {hall not attempt it, leaſt I ſhould too 


far tre Pals. og your Patience: but Pee to 
the... n 


tilt 17 


Second Thing 1 ad namely, To new, 
why God rather requires the Moral Duties of Reli. 
gion, than the Poſitive Inſtitutions and Ceremonies 
it. For, tho the Jewiſh Morſbip conſiſted moſtly of 
ſuch Rites and Ceremonies as God himſelf had com- 
manded, and which they could not neglect without 
contemning his Authority; yet He — — him- 
ſelf to be Au pleas d With one A Equity, ani 
Morality than a toaſt Sactifices, Without this 
Qualification, to what purp poſe, aith t Lord, is 
the Multitade of them? I am full of the Burnt 07 


ferimgs of Rum, and the. Fat of fed Beaſts , Jour 5 


ations 
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Oblations are ven, your Incenſe 2 an Alomina- 


tion to me, I cannot away with it. Thefe So- 
lemnities were deſigu d only to be Inſtrumental, 


— 


in promoting that, which is intrinſically Good 


and Valuable. Thus alſo under the Goſpel, we 
are indiſpenſably obliged to obſerve all the Evan- 
gelical Inſtitutions; to attend upon the Sacramenis, 
to hear and read Ged's Word, and wait upon Him 
in His Ordinances, Theſe we muſt do, as we will 
anſwer it at the Peril of our Souls for our Diſ- 
obedience: but then we muſt look upon them 
only as Subordinate Means, conducing to a further 
End; that they are to enable us to diſcharge the 
Eternal Obligations of Virtue and Piety, which ts 
more acceptable to a God of Infinite Perfection, 
than the moſt rigid Auſterities of Mortification 
and Self denial: without this they will find no 
betrer Reception than the Jews Hypocritical Servi- 
ces did, who hath required this at your Hands to tread 
my Courts? Where is it promis'd that the Ser- 
vice of the Sabbath, ſhall ſatisſie for the Sins of 
the whole Weck? | That a Prone Thought, or 
Ejaculation ſhall make amends for whole Vol- 

leys of Oaths, Imprecations, and Blaſphemous Ex- 
preſſions? Moral Uprightneſs and Sincerity are 
moſt certainly requiſite, to qualifie all our Reli- 
gious Exerciſes and Performances; to render them 
acceptable to Almighty God, and prevalent with 
Him: If, therefore, our Hearts be not right and 
ſound, tis to little purpoſe to endeavour to hide 
our Deformities from the fight of Men, by a 
4 ſpecious 


— —— ee. 22 _ * 
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ſpecious out- ſide Devotion; ſince God will not 


accept of any thing leſs than the whole Man, 


. * 
ol 


= neceſſary, that without it, tir impoſſible for us 


will not be put off with a lame and partial Obe- 
dience. Faith is a very excellent Grace, and ſo 


. to pleaſe God, Heb, I 1.6. and vet St. James tells 


us in his ſecond Chapter, and 26th Verſe, that 
if it be not accompanied with Works; Good 
Moral Actions, a Virtuous Life and Converſa- 
tion, tis dead and uſeleſs; and cannot recom- 
mend us to the Favour of God. Agen, St. Paul 
alſo aſſures us, 1 Theſſ. 4. 3. that this is the 
Will of God, even our Sanckiſication; this He 
requires, that we may ſo prepare and purifie 
our Hearts; that they may acquit and juſtifie 
us, when they ſhall be ſummoned to appear a- 
gainſt us. py Pet 


Accordingly, we find that Religion is always 
ſummd up in Inſtances of Morality, as the 
main Ingredients of it. For thus we read, J. 
1. 16. 17. Waſh ye, make ye clean, ceaſe to do E- 
wil, learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve the 
Oppreſſed. And in the New Teſtament, St. James 
1. 27. Pure Religion, and undefiled before God, 
end the Father, is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs 


and Widows in their Afflickion; and to eep our 


2 Favourites; their Moral Conduct and 


ſelves unſpotted from the World. Whenever we 
find any mentioned in Holy Scripture, as God's 
en aer ae . op de ;greateſt part 


+ Aſſize SERMON. bh; 
of their Character. When the Inſpired Pſal- 
miſt deſcribes the Perſon, he thought worthy 
to dwell in the Tabernacle of the Lord; Plalm 
15. 1, 2, 3. he tells us, he is ſuch a one, as 
walks wprightly, works Righteonſneſs, and ſpedks 
the Truth from his Heart; that ſlanders not, nor 
does any thing to the Injury or Detrim ent of his 
Neighbour. The Patience, Uprightneſs, and In- 
tegrity of Job, recommended him to the Love 
= _ of God ; and as an Example to the 

orld. | BEES 


Hence was Moſes in that particular Eſteem 
Sith God, becauſe he was meek above all the 
Men that were upon the Face of the Earth. 
And the Goſpel does much more encourage and 
demand Morality of us: For tis one of the 
great Aims and Deſigns of it, to acquaint us 
with, and teach i$* more perfectly the Duties 
of it, than ever any other Inſtitution did ; and 
to perſwade us ſincerely to love, and conſci- 
entiouſly to practice them. We ſhould never 
boaſt of the Goodneſs and Privileges of our Re- 
ligion; till we can juſtly call it ours, and prove 
it to ſo, by % Good Lite and Converſati- 
on. This alone can warrant and juſtifie us that 
we are no Counterfeits, when we bear God's 
Image and Superſcription in ſuch legible Cha- 
racters. We may, by talking great, impoſe both 
upon the World and our Selves, but where's 
tte Advantage of it > We may ſeem very zea- 

| lous 
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fous for God's Service 5 and perhaps | make 0. 
thers think ſo. too, by being nice and ſtrict 
abou: the Formalities of Religion : but what will 


be the Iſſue and Reward of all this? Juſt the 


ſame with that of the Seribes and Phariſees, a- 


gainſt whom our | Bleſſed Saviour denounces a 


Woe as Hypocrites, tho they paid Tythe of Mint, 


Anniſe and Cummin ; becauſe they negleFed the 


weiuhtier Matters of the Lam, Jud oement, Mercy and 
Faithfulneſs for theſe ought they to have done, 
without leaving the other undone. Matth. 23. 23. 
Let us therefore, as we hope for Salvation, as 


we would be the Darlings of Heaven, and Heirs 


of Glory, be eſpecially careful to perform the 
Subſtantial Duties of Religion; and not be fo 


pragmatically ſcrupulous about the Formalities 


hereof only: for that we may be, and yet be 


the grandeſt Hypocrites upon Earth; and what 
their Portion will be, I need not tell you. And 
tis not without great Reaſon, that Morality is 
fa ſtrictly required of us; ſince without the 
Practice of theſe Duties, we cannot anſwer the 
Great End of our Creation, or enjoy God's Fa- 


-vour: For the Means to obtain it, are by imi- 


tating Ris Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, to re- 
form and exalt our Nature, as nigh as we can 


to the Divine; purifie our Bodies, and convert 


our Souls into living Temples; fit for the Enter- 
tainment of ſo Noble a Gueſt. | | 


Be ſides, 


* 52 +. eo NK 
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Beſides, in theſe Moral Accompliſhments conſiſts the 
very Happineſs of our Nature. Tis the Felicity of 
Rational Creatures, to be govern d aceording to the 
Rules of Religion and RightReaſon; and their only 
Pleaſure to i in Conformity to them. All other 
Diverſions are Eccentrick and Irregular; and conle- 

uently leaveabundantly more of Sting, than Satiſ- 
ction behind them. Tis the ſprightly Exerciſe of 
Piety and Holineſs, Virtue and Goodneſs; that in- 
ſpires us with an ineffable Delight and Complacency. 
Nay, further yet, when Time it ſelf ſhall be no 
more; Theſe ſhall be our conſtant Employment in the 
Regions of Glory. When all the Externals of Re- 
ligion, like the ancient Jewiſh Types, ſhall expire and 
vaniſh, yet Morality ſhall remain: And as it was from 
Everlaſting, ſo ſhall it run parallel with Eternity. 


Heaven requires a meek and quiet Temper,a mutual 


and endearing Humour; and therefore, to be Ma- 
{ters of it Here ʒwill qualifie us the better, for the ne- 
ver ceaſing Exerciſe of it hereafter. What re- 
mains then, but that we take Care, leſt we be delud- 


ed with that groundleſs Fancy, that the Name of 
_ Chriſtian alone, is a ſufficent Amulet to preſerve us 


from Deſtruction. And ſince we cannot be ha; 


either in this World or the next, if we neglect rheſe 
Moral Duties; let us apply our ſelves to the Exerciſe 


of 'em, with the greateſt vigour. And now I pro- 
ceed, Thirdly, a 5 


* 


| To preſs the Duties in the Text, with a pecu- 


liar Regard to the preſent Occaſion. 


" Firſt then, Do juſtly, diſttibute Ju ſlice i 
and impartially: For Laws are made without Re- 
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ſpect of Perſons ; and when they are fo executed, 
tis an Honour to the Diſtributers of them, and: 
an Happineſs to the People. There is not any 
thing procures the Magiſtrate a greater Reſpect 
and Reverence; or conduces more to the Peace, 
the Welfare, and Proſperity of the Common- 
wealth. It is not eaſie to enumerate the Bene- 
fits, which accompany the due Execution. of Ju- 
ſtierʒ or the Miſchiefs which enſue upon the Neg- 
lect of it. If we are careleſs in the Diſcharge of 
this Duty; we, in a ſort, encourage Diſorders : 
(Bur by doing Juſtice, we may, ina great meaſure, 
prev e it them) Wie interrupt the Quiet and Peace 
of the State, which by Juſtice is maintained; we 
deal unfaithfully with our Sovereign, whoſe Throne 
1s eftabliſÞ'd by Juſtice; and we are inſtrumental in 
bringing down God's Judgments upon our Na- 
tionz which by Juſtive are averted. | 

Since then, Juſtice is ſo excellent a thing, con- 
tributes ſo much to the Glory of God; and is ſo 
ad vantagious both to private Perſons, and Pub- 
lick Soctetics; how greatly ought we all to de- 
light in it; and how careful and induſtrious ſhould 
Megiſtrates be in the Execution of it. 

Jam not ſo vain, as to take upon me to preſcribe 
to jour Lordſhip: For, as that would be unbecom- 
ing, ſo jour Excellent Abilities and Known Integrity 
render it unncceJary : Yet give me leave, I be- 
ſeech you, to put you in mind, - whoſe Miniſter you 
are ; and who it is you repreſent. I have ſaid ye 
are God; God hath communicated His Name and 
Officc to you, That you may reſemble Him. pos, 

eue 
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Bench you fit on is His Tribunal; the Sentence 
you pronounce is His Judgment; the Miſtreſs you 
ſerve is His Anointed; and 'tis to Him, that, at 
the laſt, you mult paſs your Accounts. Very exact 
then and critically curious ſhould Man be, when 
He fits in the Seat of God: For our beſt Gold will 
ſcarce hold out Weight, in the Ballance of the 
Sanctuary. | 
Secondly, Love Mercy. The Apoſtle calls the 
Magiftrate, the Miniſter of God for good, Rom. 13. 
4. but were it not for the Addition of Mercy, 
even Juſtice it ſelf might be ſuſpected of Cruelty : 
we ought therefore in the Execution of the one, to 
have a very tender Regard to the other alſo. | 
If we take the Words by way of Comment upon 
the former, then He that doth Juſtice, muſt by 
his Place afford unto the People, a merciful Pro- 
tection in Oppoſition to cruel Oppreſtors. It js 
for this End, that God hath given you Pomer and 
Authority, that you may right thoſe that are wrong d 
and injur d: And herein you have the Advantage 
above others, that you/ha ve more O unities, 
and larger Abilities for daing Good; But notwith- 
ſtanding all this, tHo*-rhe Poor are to have all 
lawful Favour allow'd them, yet this Rule in 
ſhewing Mercy is not to be forgotten that it is always 
to be done, without the leaſt Prejudice to Piety, and 
Publick Juſtice. | en 
Or, if we look upon this as a diſtinct Charge; 
then it implies, that the Magiſtrate is to be of ſe- 
date AﬀeCtions, a compoſed Temper, and free 
from all violent Paſſions: for the Wrath of Mar 
worleth mot the n n 
| 2 
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It do's not become thoſe that are ſet over their 
Brethren, to give Place unto Wrath. The God of 
Peace requires a Compoſure of our Spirits; and in 


A {Ott anc 


— 


An Me SERMO N. ; 


r 
© 


the Exccution of any Office, we are more eſpeci- 
ally to. love Mercy. This Precept ſeems to be ad- 


ed in the Text, to that of doing Juſtice; to prevent 


proceeding to the utmoſt Rigour of Laws ; to tem- 


per and qualific their Severity: For all things that 


are lawful are not expedient. I intreat you, my 


Lord, (who have the Signature of God upon you)to 
_ -1mitare Him, to be merciful as your Father which is 


in Heaven is merciful. Tis unwillingly, that He doth 
grieve the Children of Men. He calls the Ad of pu- 
niſhing his Strange AF; and tis with a great deal 
of Reluctancy, that he puts it in Execution. 
There is not an Oppoſition. betwixt Juſtice and 
Mercy, as ſome think; there is no irreconcileable 


Anupathy : For they exrbrace and hiſs each other. 


As that is not true Mercy, which is unjuſt, ſo that 
is not upright Juſtice, which is cruel. You may 
EXCCute Jute wien an high and powerful; and yet, 

tender. Hand; Mercy need not diſarm 
your Juſtice, they may very well conſiſt together. 


And yet, 


Thirdly, an Humble Heart muſt be joined with 


them; walk bumbly with thy God. Humility is a 
Duty incumbent upon us all; but eſpecially upon 
Thoſe whom God hath highly honoured : For, 
from them, He expects more than ordinary degrees 


of it. What then can you render unto the Lord, 


who hath inveſted you with his Name and Power? 
'What leſs can you give Him than the full of his 


Ex- 


e 
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Expectation ; that yon ſhould walk humbly with 
that God, who hath advanc'd you to the Honour of 
_ Judge among Men? An humble Mind adds 
much Glory and Luſtre to an High Station: For 
Humility and Greatneſs when united, are ſo love- 
ly and charming in the Eyes of every one; that 
they procure an univerſal Applauſe and Veneration. 
Humility inclines Superiors to be of a condeſcend- 
ing Temper; to treat thoſe which are below them 
with Candour and Sweetneſs; readily and chear- 
fully to do them all good Offices; to lend an Ear 
to their reaſonable Requeſts; to conſult their 
Conveniences : And, as far as is in their Power, 
to redreſs their Grievances. Humility. alſo ren- 
ders Inferiors obedient to thoſe that are in Autho- 
rity ; promotes the Reſpect and Reverence which is 
due to them as God's Vice-gerents ; and the Ob, 
ſervance of their lawful Commands and Injuncti- 
ons: And when both Magiſtrates and People do 
conſcientiouſly diſcharge their ſeveral Duties; it 
makes Government lefs difficult and troubleſom, 
Obedience pleafant and eaſie, and tends very much 
to the Benefit and Advantage of the whole Body. 
There is another Verſion of theſe laſt Words of 
the Text, which I cant but take Notice of; Thou 
ſhalt be humble in walking in the Fear of thy God: 
Becauſe tis not only of general Concernment, but de- 
ſer ves alſo the peculiar Regard of thoſe worthy Per- 
ſons, who are employ d, by Her Sacred Majeſiy, in 
the Magiſtracy : Since this Holy Fear is the Princi- 
pal Part of a good Magiſtrate. Nay, that muſt be 
more than a Part, which Selomon calls the whole 
of Man, Eccleſ. 12. 13. eſpecially of ſuch as are yew 


J 


| 


all that are to be concerned in theſe Aſixes (as Coun- 
fel, Jurors, or Witneſſes) have ſuch an awful Ap- 
prehenfion of the Divine Majeſty upon their Minds 
as they ought: they will act according to the 
Dictates of their Conſciences : Be careful that they 
do not any thing, which may even ſo much as tend 
to the Prejudice of a good Cauſe, or the promoting 
a bad one: They will not be in the leaſt inſtrumen- 
tal in condemning the Innocent, or clearing thoſe 
that are guilty of enormous Crimes: For this they 
cannot do, without deſpiſing and contemning God 
Almighty ; injuring of others; and hazarding the 
Salvation of their own Souls. | | 
And now, to draw toa Concluſion ; I hall addreſs 
my ſelf toall. We of this Nation enjoy all the 
Means and Helps we can delire, to enable us; and 
a great many Bleſflings which others want, to excite 
and encourage vs to pertorm our Duty : We have 
the Happinels to be Members of a Church ; Ortho- 
dox in her Faith, Pure in her Worſhip, Modeſt, 
yet Solemn in her Ceremonies, Primitive in her Go- 
vernment, General and Peaceable in-her Articles of 
Communion, Gentle in heg, Diſcipline, Charitable 
to Perſons of honeſt Lives, to of different Perſwaſi- 
ons in {maller Matters; And in a word, ſhe is not 
Deficient in any thing, that is requiſite to promote 
the Good of our Souls; and tho' ſhe be not Infalli- 
ble, yet we may truly ſay, that no Particular Church 
in the World is better Conſtituted, or hath fewer 
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Imperfections. Methinks we ſhould be even charm- 
ed to Extaſie, at the Proſpect of the Heavenly Com- 
forts we enjoy above others: And tis a thing very 


much to be lamented, that there ſnould be any, who 


have not that great Value for em, they really deſerve. 
And if we conſider the excellent Conſtitution of our 


Civil Government, and the Immunities and Privile- 
ges we are bleſs d with; we cannot but be delighted 


with the Contemplation of em. We have ſo exact a 


Model, as perhaps no Nation in the World can paral-' 
lel: We have all the Advantages of other Farms of 
Government, without the Inconveniences that attend 


them: Such wholeſom Laws, as if duly obſerveck, 


would preveit; and if vigorouſly executed, would 
punifh all manner of Wickedneſs. We have more- 
over, Peace an1 Plenty at Home: And tho at preſent 
we are engag d in a War Abroad; yet it was entred 


into upon ſuch juſt Grounds, and for ſuch Noble and 
Generous Purpoſes; that all who have any Regard 


for the Publick Good, contribute towards its Sup- 
rt and Maintenance, with the greateſt Chearful- 


neſs and Alacrity. And beſides, God Almighty has 


been pleaſed ſo ſignally to proſper our Arms in the 
Proſecution of it; as inſpires us with an humble 


Confidence, that it will ſhortly conclude in an Ho-. 


nourable and laſting Peace. 


[ am afraid of being tedious, and therefore ſhalt / 


contract m Diſcourſe : but there ſtill remains Out 


Great Bleſſing more, which I cannot forbear menti- 
oning, Her Sacred Majeſty; who under Gad, is the 


chief Cauſe and Inſtrument of our Happineſz; in 
the few Tears of whole Au[picioks Reign, Heay g | X — 
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beſtow'd upon us fo many, and ſuch accumulated 
Favours; as weſcarceever before have been Partakers 
of, in ſo ſnort a Time: Which ſeems to declare Her, 
the Particular Delight and Darling of Providence. 
Beſi les, the Compleating the Settlement of the Suc- 
celſion of Her own Mor archyʒ by the happy Union of 
the Two Kingdoms (a Work accompanied with 
great Dittcuir:s, aud which ſeveral Times before 
Had been ineffectually attempted) encourages Us to 
hope; that God has allo reſerved for Her, the Glory 
and Satisfaction of fixing and eſtabliſhing the Rights 
1 and Liberties of Europe, upon ſuch firm Foundati- 
2 ons as ſhall continue ro miny lucceedingGenerations. 
N Fam ſorry my Time will not permit me to recount 


\ Her truly Chriſtian V irtuesʒ and the ſhining Beauties and 


bright. Ornaments of Her Government: In. any of 
which, ſhe ſcarce ever has been ſurpaſs'd ; in all of em, 
\, . Neycr had an Equal. e bebe nd 9 
To conclude all, How great are the Engagements we 
lie under; being oblig'd, not only in point of Duty and 
Itxrerelt, bur Gratitude too; to exert the utmoſt of our 
Abilities in God's Service: For He hath not dealt fo gra- 
eigully with any of our Neighbouring Nations, as 
r 8 5 
Tt hen we have any Reverence or Love for Him, to 
whom we owe ſo much; any Value for our own Souls; 
any dutiful Eſteem for our beft of Queens; any Zeal or 
Concern for gur Excellent Charch ; any Regard for the 
Welfare ad Proſperity of theState; or any Kindneſs for 


8 and practice Mercy, and walk bumbly with our 


1 To which God, One bn. Nence, and three Perſons, Father, 
"1 Son, and Holy Gboft ; be aſcrib'd all Flonour, Gl ory, 
3. = : Don 7 8 Bly Glo bs uid eder more. Amen. 
"© Roy NN I- 


3 7 N 
2 8 
* —_ 8 
4 : . A 


_ 


our Poſterity; let us be ut and boneft in all our Ations, \ 


